This book belongs to the Methods in Molecular Medicine series. It is the first edition of a nicely presented volume dealing with a range of techniques established by experimental haematologists to study haemopoietic stem cell biology. Its publication is timely in view of the current interest in the potential of stem cells for tissue plasticity. The contents of the book fall into several broad areas. The first deals with the isolation and selection of stem cellsembryonic stem cells, murine stem cells and cells at different stages of maturation or in different phases of the cell cycle. Next, a collection of chapters reviews assays for haemopoietic stem cells. They address an area in which there has been no substantial change for a decade and of which many accounts already exist. Nevertheless, the protocols and practical notes will be helpful to newcomers to the field. The third main topic is the manipulation of stem cells by in vitro culture and genetic modification using retroviruses. Overall the material in the book leaves the impression of being somewhat narrow and dated, although it will serve as a good introduction to new stem cell investigators. A second edition might be anticipated to include chapters on gene microarray technology and other more upto-date methods. Indeed, in their preface the editors ask for suggestions for further chapters for future editions! Myrtle Gordon Imperial College, Hammersmith Hospital London, UK
